


IPT   S e a s o n  P r e v i e w

WHEN YOU CONSIDER the history of pro pool, it almost sounds 
like science fiction — a change of fortune so instantaneous and 
improbable that it could only have jumped out of an episode of  

“The Twilight Zone.”
Well, in this case, it was an infomercial for “Natural Cures.”
It was only a year ago when controversial media maven Kevin Trudeau 

began making plans for an international 8-ball tour that would offer mil-
lions of dollars in prizes — figures exponentially higher than the purses 
available at the time.

Many billiard industry figures, stung by past get-rich-quick schemes, 
shrugged or sneered. It’ll never happen, they said. What’s the scam?

The success of Trudeau’s King of the Hill invitational in December 
2005 — in which winner Efren Reyes earned the highest-ever prize of 
$200,000 — quieted critics. And now, here it is — the inaugural season 
of the International Pool Tour, with 150 tour members battling in five 
events for $8.54 million in prize money, and then a giant qualifier for 
the 2007 season.

Without a doubt, it’s the biggest thing that has ever happened to 
professional billiards.

“I think this is going to help every part of the billiard 
industry,” said Hall-of-Famer Nick Varner, a tour member as 
well as a professional cuemaker. “The exposure the game 
is going to get should touch everybody who’s involved in 
billiards. Everything that’s happening with the IPT seems 
to be record-breaking.”

BD will document all the history-making action 
over the next six months. In the meantime, 
here’s a crib sheet for some of the big sto-
rylines.

HOW BIG IS BIG?
• The cover of our November issue will fea-
ture the winner of the $500,000 first prize 
at the IPT World 8-Ball Open Championship. 
That’s really big. The $350,000 first 
prize for the North American 8-Ball Open 
Championship isn’t chicken cutlets, either.
• The tournaments will be big: The North 
American event will require about 70,000 
square feet of space — about 1.5 football 
fields — needed for 60 tables, live TV and 
video tape production, and player hospitality 
areas, according to tour director Deno Andrews.
• The production costs will be big — about $1 million 
per event, plus the prize money, Trudeau says. 
• And the pressure will be big. In the multiple round-
robin format, each player will have at least four matches 
per day, and each game will be factored into a statistical 
index determining which players advance. 

WHAT ABOUT THE PLAYERS?
The folks who will reap the quickest rewards from the IPT are the play-

ers, and they’ve been practicing their (cue) butts off.  
Rodney Morris, an elite men’s player and house pro at Capone’s in 

Spring Hill, Fla., took the step of bringing in a standard IPT table with 
IPT cloth for practice. With two infants at home, he’s excited about the 
possibility of making a living solely from prize winnings.

“It’s giving me new hope that I can make some good money playing, 
instead of having to do other things to make money,” Morris said. 

The IPT has pledged to provide other sources of revenue beyond prize 
money, such as profit-sharing, a cut of qualifier entry fees for player 
referrals, and appearance fees for non-tour events.

WHO WILL DOMINATE?
If we consider December’s King of the Hill event an indicator, it looks 

like the Philippines will rule. The top three finishers at the event (not 
including Mike Sigel, who was seeded in the final) were Filipinos Reyes 

(1st), Francisco Bustamante (3rd) and Marlon Manalo (4th).

HOW WILL THE WOMEN DO?
Fifteen women are counted among the tour’s 150 members, 

including WPBA top-ranked pros Allison Fisher, Karen Corr, 
Kelly Fisher and Monica Webb. Many prognosticators have 
taken a wait-and-see attitude towards their play, citing ques-

tions about break power and toughness. 
“I think they need a year of convincing themselves 

that they can stomp on the big boys before 
they will enable themselves to stand atop the 
fields,” said pool commentator Jerry Forsyth. 
“I don’t think the men have any skill advan-
tage on them.”

WHO STAYS, WHO GOES?
IPT players will be ranked according to 

prize winnings, and, at the end of the sea-
son, the top 100 players will receive tour 
cards for 2007. 

Trudeau has promised that each tour 
member in 2007 will receive at least 

$100,000. If a player’s winnings and other 
IPT-related revenue don’t reach $100,000, 

the player will receive a check for the differ-
ence. So, getting that card is a big deal.
The bottom 50 on the 2006 winnings list will 

have the chance to compete in a qualifier, which 
will take place alongside the King of the Hill in 
December. The field likely will be held to 250 play-
ers, according to Andrews. The top 50 finishers will 
join the tour in 2007.

IPT By the Numbers
 $8.54 MILLION

Total prize money for 2006 season’s five main tour events.

 3
Number of Filipinos who finished in the top 4 at the 2005 
King of the Hill (Efren Reyes, Francisco Bustamante, 
Marlon Manalo).

 72, 13
Age of oldest tour member, Mike “Spanish Mike” Lebron; 
Age of youngest tour member, Austin Murphy.

 
 291

Number of qualifier entries for 10 open tour spots. Players paid 
$2,000 per entry, in most cases.

 28
Number of matches the winner of the North American 8-Ball 
Open Championship will have played, through six round-robin 
stages and a final.

 15
Number of women out of 150 tour members. 

IT ALL STARTS HERE
The IPT’s first season is finally upon us. Will it be pool’s big break?

Reyes starts the season as King of the Hill.
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